Have you recently received a letter from
the District indicating that your backflow
assembly is once again due for testing?
Some of our customers are curious as to
why they are receiving a backflow assembly
testing letter this year from the District.
Here are some answers to frequently asked
questions we hear about backflow testing:

I tested my backflow assembly
last year and it passed its test!
Why do | need to test it again?

Truth is, your backflow assembly needs to be
tested each year, as required by Washington
State law. Your backflow assembly is your
primary defense protecting you from a
potential contamination incident that could
affect the health of you and your family.
During annual testing, your certified backflow
assembly tester will determine if your device
is functioning properly. A faulty assembly
could be allowing contaminants into the
water in your home, as well as tainting the
public water supply.

Does everyone who has an
automatic irrigation system
have to test their backflow
assemblies each year?

Yes. If you have an automatic irrigation
system, you need to test your backflow
assembly annually, regardless of whether
or not you have received notification from
the District. All tests must be conducted
by a state certified backflow assembly
tester, and test reports must be forwarded
to the District for processing. We currently
have information for nearly 2,000 backflow
assemblies throughout the District. New
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regulations in recent years have required
us to more carefully monitor potential cross
connections in single family residences.
Please contact the District if you have any
questions about this requirement.

Have we ever had a report of a
backflow incident?

Many backflow incidents go unreported.
The origin of many water quality issues is
often difficult to determine, and in some
instances a water quality incident may have
been caused by a malfunctioning backflow
assembly but cannot be directly tracked to a
specific device. Itis the District’s intent to be
proactive and manage any problems before
they arise. The best way to do this is to
identify backflow assemblies in our District,
get the information about them into our
database, and ensure that our customers are
testing their backflow assemblies annually
and repairing or replacing any defective
devices.

Why do I have to hire a certified
backflow assembly tester to do
the testing? Why doesn't the
District just do the testing for
us?

Our current level of staffing does not all
us to undertake the testing of all of
backflow assemblies within the Distri
is more cost effective in the long
the customer to hire a certified
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CORRECTION
We have 158 miles of sewer line, not 15, as SAMMAMISH
was incorrectly reported in the Autumn 2006 PLATEAU
issue of News Splash. We are also currently
maintaining 19 sewer lift stations, not 21. ‘% TER AND SEWER DISTRICT
We regret the errors! Many thanks to the (CF 49 (4293026256 Fax (425 50 + W sammple

sewer team members for their hard work
and dedication!



